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House of Burgess: Gloves off 
before New Hampshire 

Republicans Paul and Santorum drop out of 
race 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


You, in the future, know Tuesday's New Hampshire presidential primary 
outcome. If polls hold, Donald Trump and independent Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders should do well. After poor Iowa showings Feb. 2, Republicans 
Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul and former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum 


dropped out, the latter endorsing Florida Sen. Marco Rubio. 


Democrats debate again Thursday on PBS at the University of Wisconsin- 

Milwaukee. CBS News will host Republicans Saturday at the Peace Center 
in Greenville, South Carolina. Nevada Democrats vote Feb. 20, followed by 
Republicans Feb. 23. South Carolina Republicans vote Feb. 20, followed by 


Democrats Feb. 27. 


DEMOCRATS 


Hosted by MSNBC's Chuck Todd and Rachel Maddow, Sanders and former 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton faced off Thursday at the University of 
New Hampshire in Durham. Clinton rebuffed Sanders' free college call and 


criticized him for voting against the Brady Bill five times. 


She's pro Syrian no-fly zone and anti Iranian normalization. “Henry 
Kissinger [former Secretary of State to Republican Presidents Richard 
Nixon and Gerald Ford] said I ran the State Department ... better than 
anybody had run it in a long time,” she said. Clinton cited retroactive 
classification and former Republican Secretaries of State Colin Powell and 


Condoleezza Rice's private receipt of classified emails. 


Sanders called for Gov. Rick Snyder's resignation, while Clinton stalled. 
Clinton dragged her feet on releasing Goldman Sachs speech transcripts. 
“The business model of Wall Street is fraud,” said Sanders. Clinton called 


this an "artful smear" and challenged him to name quid pro quo. 


After the debate, Sanders' campaign pointed to Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D- 
Massachusetts), who “spoke about the meeting [with Clinton] in a 2004 
interview on Bill Moyers' 'NOW on PBS,'” reported CNN's Dan Merica Sept. 
5, 2014. “In 1998, Warren — an expert and professor on bankruptcy law — 
wrote a New York Times op-ed ... about how the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 
2000 would disproportionally hurt women and families trying to collect 
alimony. ... Then-first lady Clinton's office subsequently set up a meeting. ... 
President Bill Clinton would go on to veto the measure. ... [Hillary] won a 
U.S. Senate seat in 2000 and voted in favor of a similar bankruptcy bill in 


2001.” 


Winners: Both. 


Highlight: Sanders: “On our worst days, I think it is fair to say we are 100 


times better than any Republican candidate.” 


REPUBLICANS 


Hosted by Independent Journal Review and ABC News' David Muir and 
Martha Raddatz, Trump, New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, Ohio Gov. John 
Kasich, former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, Rubio, Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and Dr. 


Ben Carson met at St. Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire. 


The first Republican debate without an undercard, missing were former 
Virginia Gov. Jim Gilmore and former Hewlett-Packard CEO Carly Fiorina. 


Cruz, who won Iowa after spreading rumors that Carson was dropping out, 


apologized. Christie mocked Rubio's thrice-repeated line about President 
Barack Obama. Rubio criticized Christie's slow snowstorm response, but 


was booed. 


Kasich and the rest talked tough on North Korea. All were against paying 
terrorists ransom. (Cruz called Bowe Bergdahl, “James.”) Trump claimed to 
know the family of late journalist James Foley, and mentioned his $6 million 
veterans Drake University event. Cruz mirrored Trump's Mexican border 
wall idea, saying he'd hire Trump to build it. Trump is pro eminent domain, 


which Bush challenged. 


Cruz said he didn't think waterboarding was torture, but refused 
widespread use. (At a Monday rally, Trump called Cruz a “p----.") Christie 
said he would quarantine suspected Zika virus victims as he did with Ebola. 
Carson agreed. They all wanted a privatized Veterans Administration. 
Unlike Rubio, Bush and Christie agreed on rape, incest and life of the 
mother abortion exemptions. Bush likened himself to President Ronald 
Reagan on The Gipper's 105th birthday. (A far cry from his recent shame of 


saying “please clap” to supporters.) 


Winners: Trump, Christie, Cruz. 


Losers: Rubio, Kasich, Carson, Bush. 


Highlight: The pile-up during introductions. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


